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PROCLAMATION 
 

WHEREAS, Native Hawaiians first settled in the Warm Springs area of Salt Lake City in 
the late 1800s, contributing to the early growth and labor force of the region through 

agriculture, railroad work, and community building; and 
 

WHEREAS, in August 1889, many of these families relocated to Tooele County to 
establish the historic settlement of Iosepa, forming one of the earliest organized Pacific 

Islander communities on the mainland United States; and 
 

WHEREAS, Salt Lake City is now home to over 33,000 Pacific Islander residents, 
making it one of the largest Pacific Islander communities in the state of Utah, enriching 

our city’s cultural, economic, and social fabric; and 
 

WHEREAS, Pacific Islander contributions continue today through the leadership of 
organizations like Pacific Island Knowledge 2 Action Resources (PIK2AR), whose 

innovative, no-barrier, and culturally rooted programs—such as the Pacific Island 
Chamber of Commerce, Empowered Living Services, and Pasifika Enriching Arts of Utah 

(PEAU)—support holistic well-being and generational empowerment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the strength of this community is further amplified by countless residents, 
allies, and organizations who uplift Pacific Islander voices, preserve cultural traditions, 

and advocate for equity and inclusion across Salt Lake City and the entire state; and 
 

WHEREAS, Salt Lake City was proud to be the birthplace of the first Utah Pacific Island 
Heritage Month in 2012, a movement that has grown into a statewide celebration of 

culture, identity, and resilience as we now celebrate its 13th annual observance this year. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Erin Mendenhall, hereby proclaim August 2025 as: 
 

Pacific Islander Heritage Month in Salt Lake City 
 

AND encourage all residents to recognize, honor, and celebrate the contributions of 
Pacific Islander communities—past, present, and future—and to continue building a city 

where every culture is valued, respected, and seen. 
 

August 2, 2025 
 
 
 

 
                                                                         ________________________________ 

Erin Mendenhall  
Mayor 


