
 

 

 
 

ERIN MENDENHALL 
Mayor 

 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

 

WHEREAS, 2025 marks 50 years of Ken Sanders operating a bookshop in Salt Lake 
City, beginning at Cosmic Aeroplane Books and Records and continuing today at Ken 
Sanders Rare Books at Library Square; and 

WHEREAS, Ken’s love of books stretches back even further—over 60 years—to 1965, 
when at age fourteen he began collecting rare volumes such as Lynd Ward’s God’s Man, 
Alice in Wonderland illustrated by Gwynedd Hudson, and Gustave Doré’s large folio 
edition of Poe's The Raven; and 

WHEREAS, his independent bookshop has become not only a place to discover rare 
volumes, maps, and ephemera, but also a hub for author events, community gatherings, 
and the kind of serendipitous discoveries that spark a lifelong love of reading; and 

WHEREAS, Ken has built a career of remarkable milestones, including the founding of 
Dream Garden Press in 1980, through which he amplifies and publishes voices from Utah 
and the West; and 

WHEREAS, Ken himself has vowed to continue buying, selling, and sharing books “until 
he drops”—but in the meantime has invited the public to celebrate this 50th anniversary 
with a year-long series of events and discoveries at Ken Sanders Rare Books;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Erin Mendenhall, hereby proclaim October 16, 2025 as: 
 

Independent Booksellers Day in Salt Lake City 
 
AND encourage Salt Lakers to celebrate Ken’s fifty years in the bookselling trade by 
visiting Ken Sanders Rare Books at Library Square. 
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Erin Mendenhall  
Mayor 


