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Project Background
In November 2022, Salt Lake City voters approved the Parks, Trails, and Open 
Space General Obligation (GO) Bond. $10.5 million of the bond funding is 
dedicated to reimagining neighborhood parks, including at least one park in each 
City Council district. These parks were evaluated on a specific set of criteria and 
then approved by the City Council. Steenblik Park is one of the parks that will 
receive funding in District 1.
Additional details about the Parks, Trails, and Open Space General Obligation 
Bond, along with insights into what other parks were selected to be reimagined 
are available online at slcparksbond.com
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About the Park 
Steenblik Park is a 0.61-acre park in the Rose Park neighborhood of Salt Lake 
City, located at 1050 W 800 N. It was built in 1984 with federal block grant 
funding and named after Joseph F. Steenblik as a part of the “Name the Park” 
competition. Joseph Steenblik was a beloved community member who grew up in 
the neighborhood and played a prominent role in building the community, literally 
and figuratively.
The large bronze-cast “Dairy Cats” sculptures were created by artist Day 
Christiansen in 2007. They pay homage to the Steenblik Dairy and the resident 
cats that kept mice at bay.



Community Engagement
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The first phase of public engagement for Steenblik Park was conducted from May 
to September 2023. During this process we heard directly from approximately 
475 people. Participants helped us understand the current usage of the park, 
their desires for its future, and better understand the unique elements 
surrounding the neighborhood's identity and history of the park.

1 Develop scope of work

2 Phase 1 of Engagement

3 Evaluate feedback and develop the concept designs

4 Phase 2 of Engagement

5 Design document and review

6 Contractor bidding and selection

7 Construction



What We Learned: 
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Values Identified:
• The “Dairy Cat” sculptures are treasured
• Enjoy nature and wildlife
• Having a place for children to play
• Enjoy passive open spaces for walks
• It’s a nice resting stop for people during walks

Desired Improvements:
• Increase the amount of shade
• Better storytelling signage about the Diary Cat sculptures
• Diversify the landscaping. Some suggestions included: adding a community garden, trees, 

flowers, native plants, and/or a xeriscape area
• Add features to encourage gatherings, such as more benches, pavilions, and seating areas
• Improve the playground with all-abilities and all-ages features
• Incorporate cat theme into improvements
• Balance needs of diverse community (seniors, young adults, families, dog owners, people 

with disabilities, etc)



Canvassing

Shared a flyer with project information to 
approximately 100 households and local stores

Reached approximately 175 individuals at in-
person events in 2023:

• May 3, 2023: Rose Park Community Council

• May 19, 2023: Living Traditions Festival

• May 22, 2023: Day-Riverside Library

• June 10, 2023: Rose Park Street Festival

• June 21, 2023: Better Days Mural Project

• July 18, 2023: El Jaripeo Taco Truck (1174 
W 600 N) pop-up engagement

• August 18, 2023: Rose Park Elementary 
Parent Night

Positioned 20 yard signs throughout the 
neighborhood
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Promotion of Project & Survey

In-person events

Yard Signs

Social Media

Facebook and Instagram
• Reach: 6,326 (the number of users who were 

shown the posts)
• Engagement: 510 (includes likes, comments, 

shares, and saves)
• Targeted Ads (paid ads targeting households 

within a 2-mile radius of the park)
• Reach: 2,839
• Clicks: 75



Form of Engagement: Survey 

• Survey asked 20 questions
• 3 open-ended questions
• 7 optional demographic questions

• Rose Park area residents
• Park users
• Rose Park Community Council 

• Poster boards with open-ended questions and 
visuals were presented at events to collect input 

• The survey was available in Spanish 

• May 2 - September 10, 2023

• 298 submitted surveys 

Content 

Accessibility Stakeholders

Open Dates

Participation

6



Pop-Up Event
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Public Lands staff organized an engagement 
booth on July 18, 2023, strategically placed 
next to El Jaripeo taco truck in the Smith’s 
grocery store parking lot, a little less than ½  
mile from Steenblik Park. This event was 
thoughtfully planned to involve community 
members in yet another opportunity to share 
their feedback in person rather than through 
the online survey or other in-person events. 
The event showcased several posters with 
open-ended questions and pictures of the 
park on which visitors could provide feedback. 
Participants were invited to write their ideas 
on the posters or indicate where they wanted 
to see changes. 

Generally, in-person comments were 
consistent with the online survey results. 
However, this particular engagement event 
provided more insight into the following 
items:

There is a desire for the playground feature 
updates to include the following: 

• Play features for toddlers and older children 
• Additional swings (including some with rigid 

seats)
• More climbing features
• Ziplines 
• Removing openings where kids can fall 
• Incorporating a cat theme

When people were asked what history, 
culture, or stories they would like reflected 
at the park, they provided the following 
suggestions: 

• The present diversity of the Rose Park 
neighborhood 

• The history of Rose Park, how immigrants built 
it, and why it is named such

• History of the “Dairy Cats” sculptures
• Art by local artists 
• Rosie the Turkey



Next Steps 
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Public Lands staff will consult with technical experts, landscape architects, and 
maintenance supervisors to create a few concept designs that reflect the 
feedback gathered from the first phase of community engagement. There will be 
more engagement opportunities in mid-2024 so the public can give feedback on 
those proposed concept designs. 



1
Develop scope of work

2
Phase 1 of Engagement

3
Evaluate feedback and develop the concept designs

4
Phase 2 of Engagement

5
Design document and review

6
Contractor bidding and selection

7
Construction

Timeline
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Learn More! 
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Visit the website or scan the QR code to follow updates and read the full report of 
the community engagement findings:
myparkvision.com/steenblikpark

GO Bond Information:
slcparksbond.com

Questions?
Contact: Kira Johnson, SLC Public Lands Planner
Email: Kira.Johnson@slcgov.com

mailto:Kira.Johnson@slcgov.com


Appendix: Survey Results
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